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118th Congress

2d Session

H. RES. 1433

Condemning the Taliban as a terrorist organization and support-
ing the Vienna Process as a platform for anti-Taliban politi-

cal opposition.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
September 10, 2024
Mr. Burchett submitted the following resolution; which was

referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Condemning the Taliban as a terrorist organization and support-
ing the Vienna Process as a platform for anti-Taliban politi-

cal opposition.

Whereas the Taliban, having seized control of Afghanistan in Au-
gust 2021, has engaged in a systematic campaign of violence,
repression, and terror, undermining the fundamental rights
of the Afghan people and violating international norms, while
also harboring foreign terrorist organizations and providing

them with a safe haven to operate, further destabilizing the

region and posing a threat to global security;
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B

Whereas the Taliban’s actions, which include the persecution of

women and girls, the suppression of free speech, and the tar-
geting of ethnic and religious minorities, exemplify the char-
acteristics of a terrorist organization and warrant unequivocal

condemnation by the international community;

Whereas, in light of the Taliban’s continued acts of terrorism and

oppression, itis imperative that the United States reaffirms its
commitment to promoting democratic governance and hu-
man rights in Afghanistan, as well as supporting those who

oppose the Taliban’s authoritarian rule;

Whereas the Vienna Process, an inclusive political dialogue plat-

form established in Vienna, Austria, serves as a beacon of hope
for all anti-Taliban opposition groups, fostering a united front

against the Taliban’s oppressive regime;

Whereas the Vienna Process promotes collaboration and inclu-

sivity, bringing together diverse factions, including former
government officials, civil society representatives, and various
ethnic groups, ensuring that all voices within Afghanistan’s

opposition are heard and represented;

Whereas the Vienna Process has emerged with an emphasis on

inclusivity and comprehensive representation of the Afghan
populace, thereby enhancing the legitimacy and effectiveness
of efforts to establish a democratic and accountable govern-

ance structure in Afghanistan;

Whereas the Vienna Process embodies a commitment to peace-

ful negotiation and conflict resolution, providing an alterna-
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Whereas the Vienna Process is endorsed by Vets4NRF, an organ-

Whereas the United States dedicated over 20 years to supporting

Whereas the United States and veterans of the Global War on

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1)

@

tive to the Taliban’s violent tactics and fostering an environ-

ment where dialogue can flourish;

ization of United States veterans that supports all anti-Tali-
ban movements, including the National Resistance Front of
Afghanistan, led by Ahmad Massoud, and the Afghanistan
Green Trend, led by Amrullah Saleh, within the United States,
with the aim of improving the relationship between Afghani-
stan and the United States;

democracy and strengthening the rule of law in Afghanistan

through diplomatic and military efforts; and

Terrorism, and their families, who sacrificed greatly in this
20-year war in the name of protecting the United States from
terrorism by strengthening Afghanistan’s freedom, remain
committed to supporting the people of Afghanistan in their

ongoing struggle for freedom: Now, therefore, be it

condemns the Taliban as a terrorist organization for its on-
going violent and oppressive actions against the people of
Afghanistan and its blatant disregard for human rights and
international law, as well as its support for international ter-
rorist organizations;

supports the Vienna Process as a crucial platform for uniting
all anti-Taliban political opposition groups, emphasizing the

importance of inclusivity and representation in the pursuit of

a democratic future for Afghanistan;
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

encourages continued international engagement with the Vi-
enna Process and its stakeholders, recognizing its potential to
forge a united front against the Taliban and create pathways
for sustainable peace and stability in Afghanistan;

calls on the United States Government to actively participate
in and support the Vienna Process, ensuring that the voices
of the people of Afghanistan are prioritized in any future ne-
gotiations regarding the governance of Afghanistan;
reiterates the importance of standing in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Afghanistan, particularly those who have been margin-
alized and oppressed under the Taliban regime, and affirms
the commitment to uphold human rights and democratic prin-
ciples in all diplomatic efforts; and

respectively requests that the Clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives transmit a copy of this resolution to the Secretary
of State and to the United Nations, urging them to support the
aims of the Vienna Process in fostering a democratic Afghan-

istan free from the tyranny of the Taliban.

D
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Vienna Process for a Democratic Afghanistan
Vienna Office, Austria

transferprojekttwtk@gmail.com

30 April, 2023

His Excellency Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York City

U.S.A.

Our Urgent Appeal:
DON’T JUST LISTEN TO US, RESPOND TO US!

Re.: Your meeting with the Special Representatives in Doha

Dear Secretary General,

We, the undersigned Afghan women from deferent ethnic, reli-
gious, and cultural backgrounds are united in our grave concerns
that a closed-door gathering, featuring special envoys on Afghan-
istan from various countries, is being hosted by the United Na-
tions in Doha, Qatar, without the representation and inclusion
of Afghan women.

This meeting reportedly aims to “clarify expectation” regarding
concerns held by the United Na ons and UN member states about
the Taliban’s barbaric and violent oppression of women and girls.
The lack of participation—and more so—the acknowledgment
of Afghan women in these forums is of utmost apprehension, es-
pecially following the recent offensive comments by the UN Dep-
uty Secretary General Amina J. Mohammad, who expressed the

possibility of taking “baby steps to put us back on the pathway to
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recognition of the Taliban, a principled recognition.” This, Your
Excellency, expresses a shocking disregard for our ongoing and
existential fight for survival.

The women of Afghanistan are incredulous that the United
Nations, UN member states, or any international organisation
would deliberately engage with a well-known terrorist establish-
ment—Ilet alone with the Taliban, who continue to outrageously
violate basic human rights of the Afghan people, through tar-
geted violence against women, girls and ethnic minorities. There
is indisputable evidence of the Taliban’s gender apartheid and
the systematic elimination of women and girls from all features
of society in Afghanistan. The Taliban are not reformers. We pro-
test and criticise any effort to “normalise” diplomatic affairs with
Taliban.

Hence, we wholeheartedly appeal to the United Nations and
its member states that instead of “taking baby steps” towards rec-
ognising the terror regime of the Taliban, the United Nation must,
as a matter of immediacy, urgently embrace its long-stated man-
date and work with the International Criminal Court (ICC) to hold
the leaders of the Taliban accountable for their despicable human
rights violations and war crimes. This includes the forcible dis-
placement and confiscation of land from indigenous communi-
ties in northern and central Afghanistan, as well as the arbitrary
and unlawful detention and persecution on of peaceful protest-
ers, advocates of universal education, journalists, university pro-
fessors, and former members of the democratically-elected gov-
ernment and national security forces. These egregious offenses,
which contradict basic humanity, flagrantly violate international
human rights agreements and humanitarian law and are clear
contraventions of the ICC Rome Statute.

Since August 2021, Afghanistan has become a safe haven for

terrorist groups, including Al Qaeda, Daesh, and other regional
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terrorist fractions. The killing of Al-Qaeda leader Imam Al Zawa-
hiri in Kabul by US forces in July 2022, as well as the attacks on
members of the Tehrike-Taliban Pakistan in Khost and other prov-
inces, provide clear evidence of the escalating terrorism in the
region.

We, the women of Afghanistan who participated in the 2nd
Vienna Conference, call upon all attendees of the Doha meeting
on Afghanistan on May 1-2 to:

Ensure that Afghan women are invited and granted the oppor-
tunity to express themselves in any such summit about Afghan-
istan, especially on subjects relating to women and girls. This
should include Afghan women’s rights activists, protestors, and
leaders in exile, as well as female members of civil society, both
inside and outside of Afghanistan. Global leaders—who do not
distance themselves from Amina ]J. Mohammad’s irresponsible
attitude and continue to only pay lip-service to the protection of
girls’ and women’s rights of Afghanistan—do not represent us!

Confirm that Taliban leaders are accountable under the prin-
ciple of Universal Jurisdiction for the heinous crimes they have
and continue to commit against the people of Afghanistan, in par-
ticular against women and girls.

Confirm that disciplinary international restrictions are en-
forced on the leaders and administrators of the Taliban. Corre-
sponding sanctions, comprising the extension of the travel pro-
hibit on, a world-wide restriction on assets owned by the Tali-
ban and Taliban leadership, and systematically relisting senior
Taliban officials on the UN sanctions list are essential al steps
to guaranteeing the defence of human rights for the people of
Afghanistan.

Confirm that the people of Afghanistan are fully empowered

in paving the way for an inclusive government that respects the

will of all Afghans and includes representatives from all sectors
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of society, with particular attention given to the participation of
women and ethnic minorities.

A failure to courageously stand up against the Taliban and
make them responsible for their crimes will enable their cruel,
persistent, and ferocious rule of terror to carry on.

And you will be held accountable for your inaction before the

court of humanity!

DON’T JUST LISTEN TO US, RESPOND TO US!
Sincerely, We, the women of Afghanistan who participated in

the 2nd Vienna Conference.

To:

The United Nations Secretary General

The United Nations Assistant Mission for Afghanistan (UNA-MA)

The United Nations Human Rights Council

The United Nations Security Council

The Secretary of State, Washington DC, United States

The High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy, Brussels, Belgium

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Austria

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Australia

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium

The Minister of foreign Affairs Great Britain

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of France

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Iran

The Minister of Foreign Affairs India

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Netherlands

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Pakistan
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
2 May 2023

Dear Signatories,

I wish to thank you for your letter dated 30 April 2023, voicing
your concerns about developments in Afghanistan, particularly
regarding the rights of women and girls.

I condemn, without reservation, the decisions of the Taliban
to ban women from attending higher education and from work-
ing for non-governmental organizations, and, now, the United
Nations. These decisions are a violation of the human rights of
women and have grave humanitarian consequences. This mes-
sage has been consistently conveyed to all interlocutors, includ-
ing directly to the Taliban during the Deputy Secretary-General’s
recent visit to Afghanistan, at my request.

The United Nations is committed to supporting the engage-
ment of the international community on the issue of Afghani-
stan. The Security Council resolution, passed unanimously with
92 co-sponsors, condemned the decision of the Taliban to ban
Afghan women from working for the United Nations in Afghan-
istan, which, it affirmed, undermines human rights and human-
itarian principles, and called upon the Taliban to swiftly reverse
the policies and practices that restrict the enjoyment by women
and girls of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. It
further reaffirmed the indispensable role of women in Afghan
society, including in humanitarian response and peacebuilding,

and stressed the importance of their full, equal, meaningful and
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safe participation for the future and long-term development of
Afghanistan.

On1and 2 May 2023, I convened a group of special envoys on
Afghanistan to enhance principled engagement around common
objectives, including issues of human rights and inclusive govern-
ance, with a view to finding a durable way forward on the situa-
tion in Afghanistan.

Regarding the issue of recognition, that is a matter for Mem-
ber States. The United Nations Secretariat follows any guidance
that the General Assembly or the Security Council may provide
on whom to interact with as the government of a Member State.

I take this opportunity to reaffirm that the United Nations
stands in full solidarity with the people of Afghanistan and will
continue to call for the reversal of all measures restricting the right
of women and girls to education and the rights of women related
to employment, freedom of movement and full, equal and mean-

ingful participation in public life.

Yours sincerely,

Anténio Guterres
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Vienna Process for a Democratic Afghanistan
Vienna Office, Austria

transferprojekttwtk@gmail.com

25 June 2024

His Excellency Mr. Anténio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York City

U.S.A.

Open Letter
Vienna Process for a Democratic Afghanistan
4th of Saratan, 1403 (June 26, 2024)

Vienna, Austria

Dear Mr. Antdnio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United

Nations:

We, the participants of the Fourth Vienna Process for a Democratic
Afghanistan, representing forty political organizations, resistance
groups, civil society, human rights advocates, women’s and youth
groups of Afghanistan, as well as academic and scholarly figures
gathered here in Vienna, representing the ethnic, linguistic, cul-
tural, gender, religious, and sectarian diversity of Afghanistan
strive to rescue our country from its current deplorable state and
to bring about conditions that bolster our nation’s socio-economic
welfare through an inclusive, democratic process. The Taliban’s
illegitimate rule is not only a great calamity and a disaster for the
people of Afghanistan, but it has also brought about unprece-

dented political, educational, economic, and cultural challenges

facing our suffering nation. The Taliban are a criminal, extremist,
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and terrorist group, which does not represent the people of Af-
ghanistan. We know from the United Nations’ own recurrent re-
ports that that this group has facilitated the activities of regional
and transnational terrorist groups, posing serious threats to re-
gional stability and international peace and security.

As the United Nations has planned to host the third Doha
meeting on Afghanistan on June 30, 2024, we ask that you avoid
both normalizing the Taliban’s terrorist group under any circum-
stances and creating an environment where a terrorist group rep-
resents sovereign Afghanistan, and its people gains the basic prin-
ciples of the United Nations Charter.

The agenda of the third Doha meeting demonstrates that the
United Nations has deviated from its people-cantered mandate,
directly violating the UN Security Council Resolution 2721. Ac-
cording to the Resolution, the Doha meeting was supposed to
appoint a Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Afghanistan and to form a contact group. Moreover, the United
Nations, according to the Resolution, was supposed to utilize the
contact group for paving the way for dialogue between the Tali-
ban and Afghanistan’s political and civil society groups in order
to find negotiated solutions to ending the multiplicity of grow-
ing crises confronting the people of Afghanistan today. However,
the political groups have not been invited to the Doha meeting
and the representatives of Afghan women and civil society have
also been excluded from the third Doha meeting at the request
of the Taliban. The unilateral participation of the Taliban and
the setting of the agenda for the meeting at their request render
the third Doha meeting and the entire Doha process illegitimate
and unacceptable for the people of Afghanistan and their rep-
resentatives.

Consistent with the UN Charter, the people of Afghanistan

demand that the United Nations strictly adhere to the resolu-
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tions of its Security Council and act as a neutral mediator and
facilitator of meaningful efforts for sustainable peace and de-
velopment in Afghanistan. To the contrary, however, the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), by comply-
ing with the demands of the Taliban terrorist group and ignoring
the oppression of the people of Afghanistan and gender apart-
heid in the country, unprecedentedly undermines the image and
credibility of the United Nations in Afghanistan and across the
world.

We, the participants of the Vienna Process conference, re-
quest you, Mr. Secretary-General, to act accountably, concerning
the sensitivity of Afghanistan’s political issues. We also call on the
United Nations to ensure transparent oversight of international

humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.
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Allied Rescue Coalition
30902 Clubhouse Dr# 16E Languna Niguel CA 92677

jbradley@alliedrescuecoalition.org

September 10, 2022

Dear Sirs and Madams,

On behalf of Allied Rescue Coalition and the many citizens we
represent, please accept our deepest appreciation for your host-
ing a political meeting to be held in Vienna on September 15-17,
2022, which we expect to include prominent Afghan political lead-
ers, human rights activists, and well-known Afghan scholars.

Apparently, Taliban forces were given the opportunity, despite
the violence and illegitimacy of their takeover, to fulfil expressed
commitments regarding the fundamental rights of all Afghans,
particularly women and girls. A binding obligation was also im-
posed on them to ensure that they did not provide a safe haven
for international terrorism in Afghanistan. International organi-
zations and many countries pursued a dialogue and engagement
strategy with the Taliban. We hoped that such interactions would
positively influence the Taliban’s approach and actions toward the
needs of the civilian population.

As aresult of their failure to deliver on all their commitments,
the Taliban have re-enacted exorbitant olicies and directives. As
part of its systematic eradication of women and girls from public
life, the Taliban have bled young women from access to secondary
education and systematically restricted their fundamental rights
to work and participate actively in society. Not only does the de-
nial of education to girls and women constitute a grave violation
of human rights, but it also compromises the future of the

Under the Taliban rule, detained activists, kidnappings, dis-
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appearances, forced displacements, collective punishments, in-
cluding those against minority groups, media crackdowns, extra-
judicial killings, and torture, including torture of former members
of the national security forces and government officials, consti-
tute normal practices. These combined with other measures have
perpetuated a climate of fear and physical and psychological in-
security, which has forced hundreds of thousands of Afghans to
leave the country. The crimes must not be tolerated nor ignored.

Although there have been consistent national and interna-
tional calls for the Taliban to respect basic human rights, they
have been ignored and rejected.

We would like to thank you for inviting Honorable Ahmad
Massoud, leader of the Afghan National Resistance Front, to your
event. He is regarded internationally as the epitome of light and
peace for our country and he represents the end of terrorism as
we know it. Providing Afghanistan’s political leaders with spaces
who are not involved in corruption or human rights abuse for the
past four decades provides a historical opportunity for the nation
to establish a common ground and find ways to resolve Afghan-

istan’s conflict through political means.

Respectfully,

James P. Bradley

US President Candidate
Allied Rescue Coalition
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Afghan Liberty Project
Since 2021

www.afghanlibertyproject.org

To Whom It May Concern:

Afghan Liberty Project would like to express our appreciation of
your inviting Ahmad Massoud to speak in Vienna on Septem-
ber 15-17.

We believe Mr. Massoud and the National Resistance Front
represent the best hope for an Afghanistan that is free of terror-
ism and human rights abuses.

By allowing leaders like Mr. Massoud to have a platform, you
are making a substantive contribution towards realizing that
hope.

The peace process is dependent upon your support and your

cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Ryan Mauro
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Ben Owen
President/CEQ, Founder
745 Atlanta Rd., Ste 108
Cummings, GA 30040

Flanders Fields

Veterans supporting Veterans

September 9, 2022

To whom it may concern:

Our sincere appreciation goes out to you for inviting Ahmad
Massoud to speak in Vienna on September 15-17.

We believe Mr. Massoud symbolizes the end of terrorism and
darkness.

By allowing Afghan politicians without a history of corrup-
tion or human rights abuses to speak up, we can find common
ground and solve all conflicts.

The peace process in Afghanistan depends on your support

and your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Best Regards,

Ben Owen
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Continuing Evangelical Episcopal Communion
Office of the General Secretary

secretariat@ceec.church

9 September 2022

To whom it may concern
RE: Vienna Summit on Afghanistan (Sep 15-17, 2022)

Dear Organizers of the Vienna Summit on Afghanistan,

First of all, please allow me to express my heartfelt thanks for fa-
cilitating such a significant and potentially transformational po-
litical meeting in Vienna on September 15-17, 2022. The diver-
sity of invited speakers—among whom are several prominent
Afghan political leaders, respected human rights activists, and
well-known Afghan scholars—bodes well for the quality of the
interactions and offers hope for an outcome that will affect the
harried nation of Afghanistan.

As a Communion, we have been involved in a number of sub-
stantive ways to help protect life and support and sustain Afghan
refugees. We are therefore grateful for your invitation to Ahmad
Massoud, leader of the Afghan National Resistance Front as a par-
ticipant. We see him as the embodiment of peace and light for Af-
ghanistan, marking the end of terrorism as we know it.

It’s a historic opportunity to establish a common ground by
providing Afghan political leaders with spaces who haven’'t been
involved in corruption or human rights abuses. Torture, killing,
brutality, intimidation, suppression of the media, forced displace-
ment, and the issuance of stringent restrictions have summed up
the reality of Afghanistan today and covered the nation like a pall
of death. The goal of this conference is to find a path forward to
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a sustainable peace, one that will protect the lives of all Afghans,
and most especially those currently at greatest risk.

We wrrite, therefore, to express our encouragement that you
continue with the plan to convene this summit. Moreover, please
do permit Mr. Ahmad Massoud to speak; the voice of freedom and
peace calls and ought to be carefully attended to by all.

Your outstanding contribution to the peace and prosperity of
Afghanistan will always be remembered with deep gratitude by
the Afghan people.

Blessing of grace and peace,
Archbishop Robert Gosselin

International Feedback - S



David Michael Edwards, Jr.
Founder, Project Exodus Relief

mikee@prosxodusrelief.com

Sept 10, 2022

To whom it may concern,

Dear organizers of the Vienna Summit on Afghanistan,

Thank you for hosting this very important event. We hope that
this summit will change the dynamic in Afghanistan and provide
away ahead for the desperate people of that country. Our sincere
appreciation goes out to you for inviting Ahmad Massoud to speak
at this event on September 15-17.

We believe Mr. Massoud symbolizes the hope the country of
Afghanistan needs. By allowing Afghan politicians without a his-
tory of corruption or human rights abuses to speak up, we can
find common ground and hopefully solve some of these disastrous
problems being encountered by the Afghan people. I have per-
sonally witnessed atrocities committed by the Taliban, and other
terrorist groups since the fall of Kabul just over a year ago. Girls
no longer have the freedom to receive education like they did be-
fore the fall. Mr. Massoud is one of the biggest advocates for his
people and we believe his message will be powerful.

The peace process in Afghanistan depends on your support
and your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Please allow him to
speak honestly as the key representative for those without a voice

still suffering through this archaic treatment by the Taliban.

Very Respectfully,
David Michael Edwards, Jr.
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Travis Peterson, MSgt USAF (Ret)

Founder and Director of Moral Compass Federation

9 September 2022

RE: Vienna Summit on Afghanistan (Sept 15—17, 2022)

To whom it may concern,

Dear Organizers of the Vienna Summit on Afghanistan,

Thank you for hosting such an important and historic event. This
summit will hopefully change the course of history in regard to
the legitimacy of Afghanistan and her populace, The taliban oc-
cupation of Afghanistan has stripped the freedoms and the rights
of the Afghanistan people for too long. The past 20 years has
brought religious, educational and most importantly prosperity
opportunities to many that would have never had a chance. One
year past, those freedoms were stripped from generations to come
as the taliban took control. This taliban control by hatred and op-
pression needs to stop immediately and control needs to belong
to the proud and free Afghan populace. The Vienna summit on
Afghanistan is an awaking that will host many prominent Afghan
political leaders, human rights activist and a wide array of schol-
ars that have the best interests of Afghanistan in mind allowing
for a prominent discussion and way forward.

As the director of the Moral Compass Federation I have wit-
nessed the atrocities across Afghanistan due to the taliban con-
trol. The world has options to relieve the hellish conditions under
which the Afghan civil society are currently living due to tali-
ban rule.

I encourage an open dialogue focused on peace and prosper-

ity across the board. Allowing Mr Ahmad Massoud to speak those
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voices of freedom will be a step forward in the direction for peace
within Afghanistan. The opportunity for giris and boys to not be
afraid, but instead pursue their desired futures. For the men and
women to rejoice in marriage and family values as God intended.
There is no more room in the hearts of the Afghan people to
continue enduring such barbaric and illegal control due to the
taliban occupation. Its time for the leaders such as Mr Ahmad
Massoud to speak and let the masses of the world know that this
wrong can be righted by support, education and advocation.
Please in due respect allow Mr Ahmad Massoud speak the

voice of the unheard at the Vienna Summit on Afghanistan.

Best and regards,
Sincerely,

Travis Dale Peterson
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